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The 5-Step Bird-Proofing
Checklist

A practical, room-by-room action plan for keeping pest birds off your

property — permanently.

BirdProofingHQ.com

Most bird problems are solved the same way: cut off the attraction, block the access, and make the space

uncomfortable to return to. Work through these five steps in order and you'll cover 95% of common bird-

pest situations.

Identify the Problem Clearly
KNOW BEFORE YOU ACT

O Note which species you're dealing with (pigeons, sparrows, starlings, woodpeckers, etc.)
O Map exactly where they're landing, nesting, or roosting

O Identify the time of day activity peaks (dawn/dusk = roosting; midday = foraging)

(O Check for existing nests — active nests may have legal protections in your state

Quick tip: Take photos from the ground. You'll miss nest locations you can't see from inside. Check soffits,
gutters, ledges, HVAC units, and roof peaks.

Remove What's Attracting Them
CUT THE REWARD

(O Remove or relocate bird feeders (or switch to squirrel/pest-resistant models)
O secure garbage bins with locking lids

D Clear debris, leaf piles, and overgrown shrubs that provide cover

O Fix standing water sources — birdbaths, clogged gutters, flat roof puddles

O Remove old nesting material thoroughly (wear gloves — bird droppings carry disease)



Block Every Access Point
PHYSICAL EXCLUSION FIRST

O Install bird netting over large open areas (eaves, fruit trees, garden beds)

O seal gaps in soffits, fascia, and roof vents with hardware cloth (/2" or V4" mesh)
O Fit chimney caps and vent covers on all openings

O Apply bird spike strips to ledges, window sills, and fence tops

(O Use wire coils or parallel tension wires on flat surfaces where spikes won't fit

Quick tip: Netting is the single most effective long-term solution for most pest birds. Use UV-resistant
polypropylene — it lasts 10+ years and is nearly invisible from a distance.

° Deploy Active Deterrents
MAKE THE SPACE UNCOMFORTABLE

O Hang reflective tape or holographic flash tape near problem areas

O Place predator decoys (hawk, owl) — move them every 3—-4 days or birds adapt
O Install a motion-activated sprinkler for garden or yard areas

(O Use ultrasonic sound devices for enclosed spaces (attics, barns)

(3 Apply bird gel or liquid repellent to ledges as a last resort (messy but effective)

a Maintain and Monitor
ONE-TIME FIXES DON'T LAST

(O Do a walk-around inspection every 4-6 weeks for new nesting attempts

O Clear any droppings accumulation immediately (prevents corrosion and re-attraction)
(O Check nets and spikes for damage after storms

(O Rotate or relocate visual deterrents monthly

O Note any new entry points and seal within 48 hours of discovery

Remember: Birds are persistent. The first two weeks after installation are critical — stay on it and they'll move
on for good.
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